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though they frequently were, broke down the
barriers of insularity, and made possible the interest
in other cultures which is one of the most important
features of English literature to-day.

The two most significant Decadent poets were
Ernest Dowson and Arthur Symons. Dowson
envied the melodic skill of Poe and Verlaine. " A
song for him was music first, and then whatever
you please, afterwards, so long as it suggested, never
told, some deliberate sentiment, a sigh, a caress "
(A. Symons). Such an exquisite attitude brought
etiolation of feeling, if considerable metrical subtlety.
The famous poem to Cynara was an accomplished
piece of boyish febrility. But in his translations
from Verlaine, in Vita summa brevis, Venite Descend-
amtis, Epigram, and one or two Villanelles, Dowson
achieved a Latin elegance and reticence.

Symons had not so miniature nor so perfect a
talent. (Compare To One in Alienation, //., with
Dowson's Cynara.} Days and Nights, dedicated to
Pater and owing much to Rossetti, contained
excellent naturalistic " impressions " and portraits
of strange types, an opium eater, a nun, a street
singer, a flagellant. In London Mights (1895) the
influence of Verlaine, of Impressionist painting,
increased ; hence such colour-studies as Grey and
Green (to Walter Sickert}^ and the Degas-like seizure
of moments of stage-life (Decor de Theatre}. It is
inherent in such poetry that it " dates," that it
eatches the moment of its inspiration. Symons*
studies in erotic passion lacked the intellectual
sophistry of Baudelaire ; " The modern malady